DROUGHT IN THE WEST: QUESTIONS OF
HISTORY AND SCALE
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A History of Drought in the West

based on data compiled by E. Cook, C. Woodhouse, and co-workers
data available from the NOAA web site

Points to be made:

+There are a number of reasons to worry about the prospect of severe drought
Drought emerged as an important driver of ancient history in the Southwest
+The discovery resulted from developing the tree-ring method for dating

«The definition of drought is a matter of scale both in space and time

«In the West, in the Great Basin and Southwest, there are three great regimes

+There is evidence for large-scale similarities between the Mountain West and
the Midwest, on the scale of centuries

When the northern North Atlantic was wam (Middle Ages) the West had an
increased occurrence of large and long drought spells.



*There are reasons to worry about the prospect of severe drought.
Concern n. 1: It is getting warmer. Since the 1930s.
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In part, this is a natural trend.
But since 1980 it seems largely man-made.

Can this trend increase drought in the West? Models say yes.





































































